logether for good.®

Hartford Foundation

FOR PUBLIC GIVING

Board of Directors

Testimony in Support of Theodore §; Serg, Chalr
Rodney O, Powell, Vice Chair
Senate Bill 403, An Act Concerning the Board of Pardons and Paroles, Erasure of Criminal Andrew R. Waorthington, Treasurer

Records for Certain Misdemeanor and Felony Offenses And Prohibiting Discrimination Based ~ Mancy P Bernstein

vy . . Marlene M, Ibsen
on Erased Criminal History Record Information MI:'I lJuns’ Km: r

Estela R. Lopez
House Bill 5019, An Act Concerning Fair Futures Following Erasure of Criminal Records I, Charles Mathews
Mark Qvermyer-Veldzquez
Richard M. Palmer

Judiciary Committee .
David M, Roth

March 9, 2020
President

Senator Winfield, Representative Safstrom, Senator Kissel, Representative Rebimbas and Jay Williarms
distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee. The Hartford Foundation thanks you for this
opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill 403, An Act Concerning the Board of
Pardons and Paroles, Erasure of Criminal Record for Certain Misdemeanor and Felony
Offenses And Prohibiting Discrimination Based on Erased Criminal History Record Information
and House Bill 5019, An Act Concerning Fair Futures Following Erasure of Criminal Records.

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving is the community foundation for the 29-town
Greater Hartford region. As a community foundation, we manage, grow, and distribute
approximately $1 billion in assets to promote equitable opportunity for all residents in our
region. Since 2007, our work has included support for our region's returning citizens.
Recognizing that 95 percent of those who are incarcerated in Connecticut eventually return to
the community.

The Foundation has funded critical reentry supports to help returning citizens succeed, including
pre- employment training and job placement assistance offered through the Reentry Welcome
Center in Hartford and the BEST Chance Program, which provide individuals with access to basic
services and referrals to programs. Our investments in supporting returning citizens have
reinforced the need to acknowledge key issues including:

« The stigma of incarceration undermines the ability of returning citizens who seek housing,
employment, and successful reentry into the community undermines their rehabilitation.

« Individuals can become contributing members to their families and community, and their
success should be recognized and rewarded.

The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving supports Senate Bill 403 and House Bill 5019 and
other efforts to decrease the stigma that many individuals with previous criminal records face
long after completing their sentences.

In 2018, we were proud to participate in a broad, multisector Reentry Working Group that

explored barriers Connecticut residents experience as they return to their communities after

incarceration. The working group submitted a report, Hope for Success: Coming Home, which

included input from stakeholders and experts in the field and focused on the need for

Connecticut to strengthen anti-discrimination laws and remove barriers for individuals with a e o Hloor
criminal record. Removing past criminal records is a thoughtful solution to ensure that returning 1010 c7 06106

citizens, who do not reoffend after release after an appropriate time period, get the second

chances they deserve. B6Q-548-1888

fax B60-240-3561
www.hipgorg



With respect to the specific length or mechanism of the criminal lookback period, we will defer
to the expertise of this committee, the Department of Correction and advocates. We encourage
consultation of the best available research on approaches to supporting declines in recidivism
over time after release. The Hartford Foundation supports the substance and purpose of these
proposals and urges the committee to embrace efforts to nurture the success of returning
citizens.

In addition, the Foundation strongly supports Senate Bill 403’s inclusion of an appointment of
a deputy warden to serve as director of reentry services. We all recognize that much more
must be done to provide additional pre-release planning to connect returning citizens to vital
services including stable and secure housing, mental and physical health care treatment, and
access to job training and employment opportunities. The Department of Correction has made
great strides in supporting individuals and their families prior to release and having a senior DOC
official direct this work could prove invaluable to that effort.

The Foundation also supports Senate Bill 403’s creation of a reentry employment advisory
committee to support the alignment of education and job training programs offered by the
Department of Correction with the needs of employers in the community. Through our own
work in Best Chance and efforts to create career pathway that integrate education and job
training, we know it is vital to develop programs that engage employers to inform the training so
graduates have the skills that employers need.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact our staff at policy@hfpg.org or 860- 548-1888.




